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in this country if we don’t adopt fast track.
If we don’t adopt fast track—our market is
still the most open market in the world, the
most competitive market in the world, and
we have the most technological change, and
we know that most job changes are caused
by technology, not by trade—the vast major-
ity—so if we don’t adopt fast track and we
just sit where we are, a lot of those people
will still confront the same challenges.

My argument is, adopt fast track, give me
the power to create more jobs by opening
markets, but also do more for those folks.
Our programs were organized for a time
when the economy didn’t change as quickly
as it does now. So Secretary Herman, for ex-
ample, has worked very hard to radically ac-
celerate our response time and to get all
these programs working together the way we
worked when a military base was closed.
That’s what we’re trying to do.

So my answer would be, we should invest
more money to give you more training more
quickly and to give you more support while
you’re going through it. We should put more
money into those communities where no eco-
nomic benefit or burden has been felt be-
cause there has been no new investment one
way or the other. But that’s not a reason not
to continue to expand trade. What we should
do is both.

The way to preserve the social compact
in America is to create more opportunity and
then take more responsibility for preserving
families and communities. Our policy is the
right one. But we will not create or save jobs
in the short run or the long run by refusing
to open markets to our products. We will not
raise labor and environmental standards
abroad. We will lose our ability to do that.
We will lose our leverage if we decline to
open new markets for American products.
This increases our political influence on labor
and environmental and other issues, even as
it opens up our economics.

But the main thing is, I just ask the Amer-
ican people to give me the benefit of the
doubt on this. We have worked for 5 years.
We have created over 13 million jobs. We
have reduced the deficit by over 90 percent
before the balanced budget checks in. In the
last 2 years, more than half our new jobs have
come in high-wage categories, and a third

of the growth has come because of trade.
This is our only strategy. We’re only 4 per-
cent of the world’s economy; we’re trying to
hold on to 20 percent of its income. We’ve
got to sell more to other people. There is
not an option. And refusing to do it won’t
save jobs, won’t keep incomes up, and won’t
help us help other people around the world.

Thank you.
Q. Do you worry about the impact on the

stock markets if fast track fails—global mar-
kets?

The President. Well, let me say if it
passes, I think it will have a very positive im-
pact on the stock market here and around
the world.

NOTE: The President spoke at noon in the Oval
Office at the White House. In his remarks, he
referred to Australian Ambassador to the United
Nations Richard Butler, chairman, United Nations
Special Commission (UNSCOM) charged with
dismantling Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction;
Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf, USA (Ret.), capital
campaign chairman, STARBRIGHT Foundation;
and former Secretary of State James A. Baker III.

Statement on Russian Ratification of
the Chemical Weapons Convention

November 5, 1997

I warmly welcome the action by the Rus-
sian Government today in ratifying the
Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC). This
landmark agreement, which the United
States ratified last April, is already proving
its value in enhancing international security.
To date, 104 countries have ratified the
CWC, which outlaws the development, pro-
duction, possession, and use of chemical
weapons. Russia’s ratification makes it pos-
sible for Russia to join the United States in
playing a leadership role in ensuring that all
of the Convention’s benefits are realized. I
congratulate President Yeltsin, the Russian
Duma, and the Federation Council on suc-
cessfully completing CWC ratification. Rus-
sia’s action today is an important step forward
in achieving our mutual arms control objec-
tives. I look forward to further progress in
the months to come.
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Exchange With Reporters at the
George Bush Presidential Library in
College Station, Texas
November 6, 1997

Iraq
Q. President George Bush, have you given

any advice—what advice do you have for
President Clinton in dealing with Saddam
Hussein in this latest standoff? And do you
have any regrets?

President George Bush. I agree with the
President’s stance of being firm with this
man, and he’s doing exactly the right thing.
It is important that we have people with us
in this, and it is important that the United
Nations not waver one single bit. So I have
no advice.

Q. Do you regret that your administration
didn’t more aggressively try to depose Sad-
dam Hussein?

President Bush. In what way would I
have deposed him? I’m not sure I understand
the question. How depose him?

Q. During the war, do you regret not being
more aggressive in trying to take him out?

President Bush. No, I have no regrets.
The mission was to end the aggression, and
we ended the aggression. We tried to do it
peacefully without firing a shot. That failed
the end of the aggression. His legions are
defeated, and they cannot project the offen-
sive force they once had.

Now, if you’re asking me if I’m happy he’s
still there, no. But for those that now say,
ex post facto, we should go in and have killed
him, then I would then ask the question,
whose son, whose daughter would I ask to
give their lives in a perhaps fruitless hunt
in Baghdad, where we would have become
an occupying power? I have no regrets. The
military said, ‘‘We’ve accomplished our mis-
sion.’’ We ended the war, and we did the
right thing. And history will say we did the
right thing.

Q. What do you make of his staying power,
President Bush?

Q. Mr. President, what do you think of
the report from Mr. Butler that says Iraq is
tampering with the U.N. surveillance cam-
eras and moving weapons-related equip-
ment?

President Clinton. Of course, that may
be why he wants to interrupt the inspections,
and why it’s so important that they resume
immediately. You know, the idea of getting
the Americans out may just be a ruse; it may
be that there is something that they’re cover-
ing up, which is exactly why the international
community has to resume the inspections.

Q. President Bush, what do you make of
his staying power, Saddam’s staying power,
after all these years?

President Bush. Lots of staying power. A
lot of staying power. If you’re brutal, you
don’t care about the lives of your people and
the welfare of them, you can stay in power
a long time. I thought he’d be gone because
of that brutality.

Any others?

George Bush Presidential Library
Q. What do you think of this library, Mr.

Clinton?
President Clinton. I like it. It’s very im-

pressive. And the displays are particularly in-
teresting to me.

Fast-Track Trade Legislation
President Bush. May I inject an answer

to a question that has not been asked? I have
great respect and I expect—I’m not trying
to speak for President Carter or President
Ford—for what President Clinton is trying
to do in getting fast track through this Con-
gress, through this Republican Congress.
And he is doing the right thing. The Congress
must support him in the House of Represent-
atives, as they did in the Senate. And I am
passionately committed to his position—
President Clinton’s position—on free and
fair trade.

And I don’t know if anyone wants to add
to that. But this is an important moment,
given what’s happening out there.

President Gerald Ford. Well, I strongly
reiterate my previous comment to the effect
that fast-track legislation is critically impor-
tant for substantive reasons and for U.S. lead-
ership around the world. We’ve had that kind
of legislation since the day I was President,
and we hope to have it because it’s important,
critically, to the future of the United States
as a leader—for the Nation.
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